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Train station has long way to go

New Brunswick nders cite smell,
safety, looks as main complamts

By FRANK ARGOTE-FREYRE
Hnmu News staff writer
" NEW BRUNSWICK — The pa.int
|18 peeling, the corridors smell like
urine apd the walls are plastered
;. with graffiti. It's not home, but city
. commuters spend too mﬂnh time
.-there to feel comfortable with as-
surances that the downtown railroad
-station will soon be sparkling.

Ma.ny commuters interviewed re-
cently said that while the facility has
.Jooked slightly better in the last sev-
“eral months, it's still an unpleasant
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place to wait for a train.
The smell in the enclosed tunnel
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the station with the weatern half was
singled out by many commuters as
the worst part of the facility.

. “When you walk in there you think
it’s the bathroom,” New Brunswick
resident Harold Eatman said as he
walted for a train. "The place smells
like urine."

Eatman described the awning
which overhangs both sides of the
station as an “eyesore.” There have
been some improvements made re-
cently to the main lobby, but to
someone who doesn't ride the train
often, “the station still looks like a
d.'ll'l]]p.”

Patricia Maes, also a city resi-

| dent, described the station as “toler-

able.”
Security is an important issue for

" Maes. She said she takes a taxi from

New York to New Brunswick, if she
finishes work later than wusual,
rather than use the station at night.
“T have been here late in the evening
and not felt particularly comfort-
able,"” she said.

Old Bridge resident John Bell zaid
he is impressed by the city's rede-
velopment, but doesn’t understand

«, why it can't maintain its downtown

train station in better condition.
“The outside looks a lot better,”

* | Bell said. “The inside needs a lot of

work. This is a landmark. It should
be restored and kept."

The New Brunswick Development

i Corp. is paid $10,204 per month to
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the tracks as seen through a
graffiti-coverad window. The
gmell In the tunnel Iz a frequent
focus of complaints.

maintain the downtown station, the
Jersey Avenue Park and Ride facili-
ty and the Career Preparation Cen-
ter on French Street. DevCo
received the maintenance contract
from the city last Apgust, DevCo
President Paul Abdalla did not re-
turn repeated phone calls placed to
his home and work place last week,

MNJ Transit, which leases the sta-
tion to the city, 18 currently under-
taking a $2.8 million project to reha-
bilitate the station. The work
includes the rehabilitation of the sta-
tion's interior and exterior, installa-
tion of new canopies over the stair-
ways and elevation of platforms
above track level, she said.

The work on the platforms has be-
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ting room, at platform lavel. Restrooms have baen closed

for rastoration work. Commuters say that despite recent
rastoration work, it's an "unpleasant'’ place to walt.

Eun, and the work on the building it-
self should commence in the near fu-
ture, Terrell said. The money is also
being used to rehablilitate the Jersey
Avenue statlon and to expand park-
ing facilities there, she said, The
work is scheduoled to be completed
by February, she said,

The city agreed last summer. Lo
take over control of the railroad sta-
tions, if NJ Transit a to im-
prove the facilities. The city's lease
is part of a program begun by the
state Department of Transportation
in 1979 to turn over the management

of deteriorating stations to interest- |

ed municipalities.

The city is subleasing the station
to Yellow Cab, Heds Barber Shop
and Suburban Transit. The monies
paid by the subtenants are used to
maintain the two facilities, accord-
ing to the ecity's Business Adminis-
trator Stanley Marcinczyk.

The barber shop and bus company
were both moved from lower Church
Street to make way for a redevelop-
ment project. Both began operations
in the station around June 1, Mar-
einczyk said.
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