hat can you do on
or by the Raritan?

* Visit a river area historic site/

The Raritan River in the
American Revolution

by Crossroads of the American R evolution,
Douglas Aumack,

Asst. Curator for NJ. & Local History

Middtesay Covnty Clitural & Hanitage Cormimission

Boyd Park, New Brunswick,
Sat. July 7, 8:00 p.m.

. Watch birds and other wiidiife

. lake a canoe or kayak trip
« Go fishing

. Reiax, read and think

. Watch the seasons change
. Take photographs

« Learn what some are doing to heip
the river

« Paint or draw

« Take a walk or run

« Help in a river or stearm cleanup
. Have a picnic

- Learn about what you can do to
care for the river

« GO to ariver festival
« Go for a bike ride
- Skip stones

The Raritan River:
A Crossroad of the
American Revolution

Mini Stories

In 1777, skirmishes were fought up and down the
Raritan River. Conlinentals sought to limit British
foraging and the British attempted to lure  the
Continentals from the safety of the Watchung
Mountains. When General Washington eluded them,
the British withdrews from the Raritan valley to attack at
Philadelphia.”

Ports at Perth Amboy and Mew Brunswick were wital to
British |logistics. The Raritan River experienced much
piracy and naval conflice and is rich with stories. British
and French fleets, merchant wessels, and rugged
privatears plying the Atlantic Cicean off
Mew ¥ork and Mew lersey were a constant source of
concern, ansiety, and conflict.

Washington's Confinental Army was forced to retreat
from Corrwallis' chase from MNorth lersey through
Woodhrdge ond Mew Brunswick and on to Trenton. Of
the imne, Thomas Paine wrote the slirring words,

“these are the imesthat try men’s souls”

FAREN Bivar 483 ReVOtiond i WEr Ao Sp0L.
Fmpretmny House, Ferth ambey

Burceuch Heuse, Mew Blunswik

Wetmr Boding House, Fiscatmway

Source: Crossroads of the American Revolution Mational Herftage Ares, Inc.



